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 “They have built a fortune from their benign indifference to the suffering of others.” –Steven Pinker Free Economic Growth:
How To Get More Of It To Help You Thrive “You can be the change you want to see in the world.” —Mahatma Gandhi If you

have come this far, it’s because you are looking for a better way to live. Others have come before you. Many have made the hard
transition. They’ve found a better way to live. The Better Way is by looking at what is, in the bigger picture, wrong with current
society and offering constructive alternatives. But we can’t start from scratch. We need to understand the past to see where we
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came from and where we’re headed. The History of Economic Growth I should say that I am not the first person to observe that
we are experiencing a period of unprecedented and unnecessary economic growth. But one could argue that this period began

more than 10,000 years ago, when the first Stone Age farming communities began to grow. In the years since, they built
empires, cities and ultimately the modern world. Even if I were to concede that the real “beginning” of modern economic

growth is tied to the dawn of agriculture (which isn’t entirely true), the era of modern economic growth is, in itself, the most
interesting and unprecedented era in all of human history. Throughout history, there has been unprecedented economic growth.
But not at all times. Before the 20th century, for example, before the Industrial Revolution, the world’s growth was stagnant or
even declining. In the years after World War II, unprecedented economic growth led to unprecedented environmental damage.
The growth of the West was, in many ways, the most significant factor in the decline of the Eastern civilizations. Economics
today is essentially an exercise in measuring how we use resources and who gets how much, which is not surprising given that
our society has been radically transformed by economic growth. At the same time, the level of material and intellectual wealth
has improved dramatically for billions of people, who have been lifted out of poverty and even from unimaginable suffering.
The transition to modern economic growth in our world has been immense. The trend has been so powerful that it has been

widely and somewhat inaccurately assumed that there has been 82157476af
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